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INTRODUCTION
In the Sunday evening services at the Church
of the Open Door, I preached through the Bible one
book per evening. In each message I covered the
same 5 points: Author, Recipients, Subject,
Structure and Purpose. These messages were later
edited for release on our daily broadcast called
THE OPEN DOOR. This booklet was prepared to help
radio listeners study with us on that program.
Volume 2 contains the notes covering the
books of I Samuel through Esther. The other
books of the Bible are in six other volumes.
The messages, as originally preached at the
Church of the Open Door, are available on cassette
tapes in convenient albums. Or, you may order
individual tapes if you desire. There is an
Order Form at the back of this booklet for your
convenience which wil 1 give you complete informa
tion on how to order.

'THE BIBLE: BOOK BY BOOK
I SAMUEL - ESTHER 11

1

It is my desire that these messages will give
you an introduction to the basics of each book of ,
the Bible, and you will then be able to read,
study and apply your Bible more intelligently.
- Dr. G. Michael Cocoris

G. Michael Cocoris
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I SAMUEL
I & II Samuel were originally one book.
Samuel is important because it records the
establishment of the kingdom in Israel.
I.

Author.
The author of I Samuel is annonymous.
Jewish tradition, however, says that it was
written by Samuel. He may have written
I Samuel 1-24, but he did not write the
remainder of I Samuel or I I Samuel because
his death is recorded in I Samuel 25:1.
Well who, then, wrote I Samuel? Sam
uel did write a book (I Sam. 10:25), and
he probably wrote the first part of what
we call I Samuel. I Chronicles 29:29 re
fers to the 11 book of Samuel the seer, and
in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in
the book of Gad the seer. 11 Those three men
were said to have recorded the acts of David
from the first to the last. Perhaps all
three of these men contributed to I & I I
Samue 1.

I I.

Recipients.
A.

Their date.
I Samuel covers 94 years from the
birth of Samuel to the death of Saul
(i.e., about 1105-1011 B.C.). But
I Samuel was not written independent of
II Samuel. So the time frame of II Samuel must also be considered. 11 Sam1•e 1
covers a period of 40 years. That takes
- 1 -

us down to almost the time of the death
of David. So considering the fact that
I & II Samuel were originally one book,
and that II Samuel goes to the end of
the life of David, I Samuel could not
have been written before David's death.
There is internal evidence that
Samuel could not have been written prior
to the death of Solomon. In I Samuel
27:6, a reference is made to the divided
kingdom which didn't exist until after
the death of Solomon. Yet the book was
evidently not written too far after the
death of Solomon. As Keil & Delitsch
point out, "In general, the contents
and style of the books point to the
earliest time after the division of the
kingdoms which afterward took place, and
still less to the captivity •••• 11 1 The
date is probably about 900 B.C.

Ill

ii:
II

B.
,,,

The subject of I Samuel is the estab
lishment of the kingdom.
IV.

111.

Structure.
The literary structure of I Samuel is
clearly people, namely Samuel, Saul and
David. The first two are introduced by
their human lineage; the third only by the
fact that he is chosen of God (cf. 1:1; 9:1;
16:1).
I.

Samuel •
A.
B.
C.
D.

Their description.
11 •

Samuel was not written because of
any "urgent" need on the part of the
recipients. Rather, God wished to
remind the nation of Israel of how the
kingdom came to be established, as well
as teach them some spiritual truths.

...,
'"

kingdom. Saul disobeyed God; David was the
first real theocratic king. He allowed God
to rule through hlm.

Ill.

Subject.

His birth and boyhood. 1:1-2:10
Eli's rejection and Samuel's call.
2:11-3:21
The Philistines and the ark. 4-7
Israel's demand for a king. 8

Saul .
A.
B.

1-8

9-15

Received and reigning. 9-12
His rebelling and rejection. 13-15

David. 16-31
A. David's rise as a shepherd. 16, 17
B. David's service as a courtier.
18,19
C. David's training as a fugitive.
20-31

1

The subject of I Samuel is the transi
tion of leadership in Israel from the Judges
to the Kings; from a theocracy to a monar
chy. Samuel is the last Judge who followed
Samson and had to deal with the Philistines
because Samson did not accomplish a perma
nent victory. He was also king-maker who
anointed the first two rulers of the united
- 2 -

V.

Purpose.
The purpose of I Samuel is to record
the establishment of the kingdom. I SamiJel,
then, traces the transition of leadership in
- 3 -

Israel from Judges to Kings. Now, for the
first time, Israel has a king and becomes a
kingdom. Keil & Delitszch say, 11 lsrael was
not only to become a priestly nation, but a
royal nation also; not only to be sanctified
as a congregation of the Lord, but also to
be exhalted into a kingdom of God. 11 2
The Lord also raised up prophets to
stand by the kings and make known unto them
His will and counsel. Someone has suggested
that Samuel was the pivot on which the
history of Israel turns. That is true in
that Samuel was the last judge and the first
prophet (cf. I Sam. 3: 20; Acts 13: 20). He
also established a school of the prophets
(I Sam. 19:20; II Kings 2:3-5; 4:38).

II SAMUEL
I & II Samuel were originally one book. The
Septuagint divided Samuel into two books even
though technically it is one continuous record.
The division artificially breaks up the history
of David.
I.

Technically, the author of II Samuel is
annonymous. Jewish tradition says it was
written by Samuel. He may have written
I Samuel 1-24, but he did not write the
remainder of I Samuel or I I Samuel because
he died by I Samuel 25:1.

Conclusion:

We can speculate that Samuel probably
wrote part of I Samuel. We do know that
he did write a book (I Sam. 10:25). Nathan
and Gad probably wrote the rest (cf. I
Chron. 29:29). We do not know which of
these wrote what, but we can surmise that
they got some of their material from the
book of Jasha r (cf. I I Sam. 1: 18).

An unknown author, or authors (probably Sam
uel, Nathan and Gad), wrote to Israel at about
900 B.C. to record the fact that God called Samuel
to be a prophet and instructed him to anoint first
Saul and then David as king. In short, Samuel,
the last judge, anointed the people's choice for
king and then God's choice for king.
I I.
JI

:ii:

...

1

Keil & Delitszch, Biblical Commentary on the Old
Testament, I & II Samuel, Eerdmans, 1970,
pp. 11,12 .

2Keil

&

Delitszch, p. 9.
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Author.

Recipients.
A.

Their date.
Samuel could not have been written
before the death of Solomon and the
division of the kingdom because II Sam
uel 27:6 refers to the divided kingdom.
On the other hand, there is no mention
of the Assyrian captivity of the north
ern kingdom, nor is there any allusions
to the decay of the kingdom. Thus, the

- 5 -

content of these books point to the early
time after the division of the kingdom.
II Samuel was probably written around
900 B.C.
B.

IV.

The book of Samuel is like Ruth in
that it is a story. It is a narrative
which records one story or event after
another. The phrase, "and it came to pass, 11
occurs several times (cf. 1:1; 2:1; 7:1;
7:4; 8:1; 10:1; 11:1; 11:14; 13:1; 15:1).

Their description.
The content of II Samuel indicates
that this book was not written to "cor
rect" something in the lives of the
recipients. Rather, it was written to
instruct the recipients concerning the
consolidation of the kingdom, as well
as some spiritual truths.

111.

I.

B.
II.

I Samuel

11 Samuel

Es tab1 i shment of the
kingdom.

Con so1 i da ti on of the
kingdom.

A king after the
people's heart.

A king after God's
heart.

David in school.

David on the throne.

David's triumphs.
A.

Subject.
Like I Samuel, II Samuel is more than a
biography of a man. More specifically, the
subject of II Samuel is the consolidation of
the kingdom.

'"'

Structure.

V.

King over Judah only--at Hebron.
1-4
King over all lsrael--at Jeru
salem. 5-10

David's troubles.

A.
B.

1-10

In his fam i 1y.
In his nation.

11-24
11-18

19-24

Purpose.
A.

To trace the consolidation of the
kingdom.
As II Samuel opens, David is made
king, but only over Judah. By the end
of chapter 4, he is king over all Is
rael. So part of the purpose of this
portion of II Samuel is to trace the
consolidation of the kingdom.

B.

To trace the expansion of the kingdom.
Yet, II Samuel does more than
record the consolidation of the kingdom.
With his rule established over the
kingdom, the rule expands. Elliott
Johnson says, "The limits of David's
influence to the boundaries originally

- 6 -
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promised to Abraham. The promise finds
a temporary realization under the
obedience of David. 11 1
C.

To trace the effects of David's sin in
his house and kingdom.
I I Samuel does not end with the
expansion of the kingdom. It goes on
to tell of David's dive. He fell into
sin and that sin affected his family and
the nation. Elliott Johnson says, "It
was clear that Yahweh's promise looked
forward to a future generation for full
rea 1 i zat ion. 11 2

Conclusion:
An unknown author, or authors (probably
Nathan and Gad), recorded for Israel around 900
B.C. that David, with God's blessing, consoli
dated and expanded the kingdom, but his sin
weakened it.

•1
lC

Boa has said, "David took a kingdom that was
on the brink of ruin under the heel of the Phil
istines and transformed it into a formidable
empire, but he never enjoyed a path of ease-
danger dogged hi m and the kingdom until the end
of his days. 11 3

I KINGS
Like I & II Samuel, I & II Kings were ori
ginally one volume. If I Samuel records the
establishment of the kingdom and II Samuel the
consolidation and expansion of the kingdom,
I Kings is the book of the disruption of the
kingdom.
I.

Author.
The author of Kings is unknown. The
Tal mud contends that Jeremiah wrote it.
There is evidence to indicate that that
might be the case: (1) there are 1 ingui
stic si milarities between Kings and Jere
miah; (2) both have a si milar sober view
of history; (3) both have a preference for
phrases from the Pentateuch; (4) both have
allusions to earlier prophets. In short,
there is a si milarity of style. Whoever
the author was, one thing is certain: he
used sources.

11: 41 - The book of the acts of Solomon.
14:19 - The book of the chronicles of the
kings of Is rae 1 •

14 :29, 15: 7 - The book of the chronicles
of the kings of Judah.

1111

1

Elliott Johnson, Unpublished class notes,
Dallas Theological Seminary, N.D.

2 ·b·d
I

I

•
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Boa says these books may have been
part of an official court record (II Kings
18:18).1 In addition, Isaiah 36-39 was
probably used as a source.

- 9 -

I I.

miah himself (about 646-570 B.C.) "2
His statement about "before and after"
is probably correct. Thus, the date
is about 600-575 B.C.

Recipients.
A.

Their date.
I Kings covers a period of about
128 years, from the death of David to
the death of Jehoshaphat (about 960 to
834 B.C.). Thus, the generation who
received it was after Jehoshaphat.
It must be remembered that ori
ginally I & I I Kings were one volume.
(The Septuagint divided I & I I Samuel
and I & I I Kings. I t ca 11 ed I & I I
Samuel 11 1 & 11 Kings," and it called
I & 11 Kings 11 111 & IV Kings.") Our
II Kings covers a period of about 270
years, from the reign of Ahaziah to
Israel (i.e., Ahab's son) to the Baby
lonian captivity (about 855-586 B.C.).
I I Kings 25:7 takes us about 26 years
beyond the captivity.

B.

The book was not finished until
after the beginning of the captivity.
In reviewing the history of how Israel
got from a united kingdom to captivity,
the author is reminding the children
of Israel in captivity of pertinent
spiritual truths.
111.

Boa says, "The book of Kings was
written to the remaining kingdom of
Judah before and after its Babylonian
exile. The majority was compiled by a
contemporary of Jeremiah, if not Jere- 10 -

Subject.
The subject of I Kings is the division
of the kingdom. A faltering King David, in
the midst of palace intrigue, chooses his
son Solomon to succeed him. Solomon is
promising at the outset, but later develops
a divided heart. Ultimately, the monarchy
is divided. This division is traced in its
successive kings as the monarchy decays at
the core--the kings of the north and the
south.

In I Kings 8:8, and again in 12: 19,
the author says, "to this day." Some
have argued that this phrase indicates
a time of authorship prior to the Baby
lonian captivity (586 B.C.).
So some of the evidence indicates
that the book was written before the
captivity (cf. "to this day"), and
other evidence indicates that it was
written after (I I Kings 25:27). What
is the solution to the conflict of
evidence?

Their description.

IV.

Structure.
The structure on which I Kings hangs
is chronology. For example, 1 :1 says that
David was old. 2:1 says, "Now the days of
David drew nigh." More specifically, it
is the reign of kings (cf. 4:1; 11 :41-43;
etc.).

- 11 -

I.

A.
B.
C.
D.
I I.

B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.

V.

Solomon's rule establ i shed. 1-4
Solomon's Temple and Palace built.
5-8
Solomon's fa me and glory. 9-10
Solomon's downfall and death. 11

The division of the kingdom.
12:1-24
Reign of Jeroboam in Israel.
12:25-14:20
Reign of Rehoboam in Judah.
14:21-41
Reign of Abigam in Judah. 15:1-8
Reign of Asa in Judah. 15:9-24
Reign of Nadab in Israel. 15:25-31
Reign of Baasha in Israel.
15:32-16:7
Reign of Elah in Israel. 16:8-14
Reign of Zi mri in Israel. 16: 15-20
Reign of Omri in Israel. 16:21-28
Reign of Ahab in Israel.
(Ministry of Elijah) 16:29-22:40
Reign of Jehoshaphat in Judah.
22:41-50
Reign of Ahaziah in Israel.
22:51-53

Spiritual.
I Kings was written by a prophet
to give us God's point of view on what
was happening. In other words, Kings
is not just recording history, but
rather history from God's point of view.
Thus, the purpose of I Kings is not just
to record the history of what happened,
but to evaluate the kings of the divided
kingdom.
Each king is now evaluated indi
vidually. The author uses the voice of
the prophet to judge sins which reaches
its cli max in the ti me of Elijah.
The standard is righteousness (cf.
11:6; 13:33; 14:22; 15:26,34; 16:19,25,
30; 22:52).
In addition, each king is evalu
ated according to the standard of Jero
boam in Israel (13:33,34; 15:25,26; 15:
33,34; etc.), and David in Judah (14:
21-24; 15:3-5; 15:11-15; etc.).

Conclusion:
An unknown author, probably Jeremiah, wrote
to the children of Israel about the ti me of the
Babylonian captivity to remind them that a divi
ded heart in Solomon led to a division in the
kingdom.

Purpose.
A.

B.

The divided kingdom (reign of kings).
12-22
A.

'""'

I Kings we would not know about the
division of the kingdom.

The united kingdom (reign of Solomon).
1-11

Historical.
Historically, I Kings was written
to give an account of the reign of the
kings from Solomon to Jehoshaphat
(Judah) and Ahaziah (Israel). Without
- 12 -

1

Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Old Testament [Wheaton: Tyndale, 1980] p. 66.
21 OC. Cit.
.
- 13 -

Jewish captive in Babylon.
11

I

KINGS

II.

A.

II Kings were originally one book.
Kings records the division of the kingdom; 11
Kings records the destruction of that kingdom.
I.

Recipients.

&

See the discussion of the date of
Kings in I Kings. There it was con
cluded that the date was probably
around 600-575 B.C.

Author.
Jewish tradition says that Kings {I &
II) was written by Jeremiah. That's not a
problem in I Kings; it is a problem in
II Kings. Keil & Del itszch argue that
Jeremiah ended his days in Egypt and thus
could not have survived the last events
recorded in II Kings, namely the liberation
of Jehoiachi m from prison, and his exalta
tion to royal honors by Evil-Merodach. He
would have been 86 years old then.

B.

- 14 -

Their description.
If Jeremiah wrote Kings, or fin
ished Kings in Babylon, then the recip
ients were obviously the Jews taken
captive by Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel and
Ezekiel were among them. Daniel defi
nitely knew about the book of Jeremiah,
for in Daniel 9:2 he refers to Jere
miah 25:11,12.

Others argue that Jeremiah did write
i t. The 1i te ra ry sty 1e of I I Kings is s i m
il a r to Jeremiah. But further more, the
omission of Jeremiah's ministry and the
account of King Josiah and his successors
would be glaring if Kings had not been
written by Jeremiah hi mself.
Jeremiah 43:1-8 says that the prophet
was exiled to Egypt, not Babylon. But
Rabbinic tradition holds that Nebuchadnez
zar took Jeremiah to Babylon after he con
quered Egypt. Jeremiah died an old man,
past 90. Thus, the argument goes that most
of the book was written before the exile.
But Jeremiah wrote II Kings 25,27-30 as an
old man in Babylon {II Kings 24:18-25:30 is
al most identical to Jeremiah 52). Boa even
concludes that the last two chapters were
written after the captivity, probably by a

Their date.

Imagine!
was Daniel!

The recipients of Kings

II Kings records the miracle
filled ministry of Elisha. During this
period, Amos and Hosea prophesied in
I s rae 1 , and Obadiah, Joe 1 , I sa iah,
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah and
Jeremiah ministered in Judah.
I I I•

Subject.
II Kings is written selectively, not
exhaustively. It is written fro m the
viewpoint of a prophet, not of an objective
disinterested historian. The subject is
obviously the defeat and destruction of the
northern and southern kingdoms.

- 15 -

IV.

Structure.

II.

Like I Kings, I I Kings hinges and hangs
on chronology. It is an account of the
reign of one king after another. The formula
is 1 1 In such and such a year, so and so became
king" (cf. 3:1).
I.

The divided kingdom.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.
N.
0.
P.

Q.
R.
S.
T.

1-17

Reign of Ahaziah in Israel. 1:1-18
Reign of Jehoram in Israel.
(Ministry of Elisha)
2:1-8:15
Reign of Jehoram in Judah. 8:16-24
Reign of Ahaziah in Judah. 8:25-29
Re i gn of Jehu in Isa re 1 . 9: 1-10: 36
Re ign of Athaliah in Judah.
11:1-16
Reign of Jehoash in Judah.
11:17-12:21
Reign of Jehoahaz in Israel. 13:1-9
Reign of Jehoash in Israel.
13: 10-25
Reign of Amaziah in Judah. 14:1-22
Reign of Jehoboam in Israel.
14:23-29
Reign of Azariah in Judah. 15:1-7
Reign of Zechariah in Israel.
15:8-12
Reign of Shallum in Israel.
15:13-15
Reign of Menahem in Israel.
15: 16-22
Reign of Pekohiah in Israel.
15:23-26
Reign of Pekah in Israel. 15:27-31
Reign of Jothem in Judah. 15:32-38
Reign of Ahaz in Judah.
16:1-20
Reign of Hoshea in Israel. 17:1-41

- 16 -

The
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.

I.

J.

V.

surviving kingdom of Judah. 18-25
Reign of Hezekiah.
18: 1-20:21
Reign of Menasseh.
21:1-18
Reign of Amon.
21:19-26
Reign of Josiah.
22:1-23:30
Reign of Jehoahaz.
23:31-33
Reign of Jehoiachim.
23:34-24:7
Reign of Jehoiachin.
24:8-16
Reign of Zedekiah.
24:17-25:21
Geda 1 i ah, the Puppet Governor.
25:22-26
The release of Johoiachin in
Babylon.
25:27-30

Purpose.
A.

His tori ca 1 .
Historically, I I Kings was written
to give an account of the reign of the
kings from Ahaz (Israel) and Jehoram
(Judah) to Hoshea (Israel) and Zedekiah
(Judah). Historically, it covers the
defeat and destruction of the northern
kingdom by Assyria and the southern
kingdom by Babylon. Without I I Kings
we would not know about the destruction
of the kingdoms.

B.

Spiritual.
Kings was written by a prophet,
not a historian. It is written from
the prophetic viewpoint to teach that
the decline and collapse of the two
kingdoms occurred because of failure on
the part of the rulers and the people
to heed the warnings of God's messen~
ers. The spiritual climate of the
- 17 -

nation determined its political and
economic conditions.
Conclusion:
An unknown author, probably Jeremiah, wrote
to the Jews in captivity in Babylon to teach them
that habitual disobedience led to the decay, de
feat and destruction of both the northern and
southern kingdoms in Israel.

I CHRONICLES
Kings was written at the beginning of the
captivity. Chronicles was written afterward.
Kings was written by a prophet. Chronicles was
written by a priest. Chror.icles gives us a dif
ferent perspective over the same period covered
by Kings.
I & II Chronicles were originally one book.
I•

Author.
The text of Chronicles does not iden
tify the author. Jewish tradition says
the author was Ezra, the priest, and there
is evidence that supports that view.
Chronicles closes where Ezra begins.
II Chronicles closes with the edict of
Cyrus which summoned the Jews to return to
Jerusalem to build the Temple (cf. 11 Chron.
36:22-23). Ezra begins with the same
edict, but gives it more completely than
Chronicles (Ezra 1:2-4). Chronicles and
Ezra may have been one continuous history,
like Luke and Acts. Chronicles centers
around the Temple worship and the priests.
This fits the fact that Ezra was a priest
(cf. Ezra 7:11). Chronicles contains the
style and Hebrew word choice similar to
Ezra.
Whoever wrote Chronicles used sour
ces. I Chronicles 29:29 lists three
sources for I Chronicles: (1) the book
of Samuel the seer; (2) the book of Nathan
the prophet; (3) the book of Gad the seer).
Samuel, Nathan and Gad probably wrote

- 18 -
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I & II Saooel. Does this mean that Ezra is
quoting Samuel? The answer is no. The
material given in I Chronicles is not re
corded in II Saooel, which means that if
Nathan and Gad wrote our Samuel, they also
wrote another work which Ezra quotes. Keil
& Delitszch suggest that the material of
chapters 1-9 comes from Gevesin.
I I•

111.

The subject 6f I Chronicles is the
Temple.
J. Sidlow Baxter says, 11 • • • all who
have studied and written on these two books
of Chronicles are uanimous in observing the
prominence given to the temple and matters
connected with it. ••• 11

Rec i pi en ts.

A.

IV.

Their date.
The first nine chapters of I Chron
icles starts with Adam and extends to
Zerubbabel who led the first return of
the Jews from exile in 538 B.C. His two
grandsons, Pelatiah and Jeshoiah (321),
are also mentioned. II Chronicles
(remember, these two were originally
one volume) ends with the edict of Cyrus,
which officially ended the exile. Thus,
the book had to be written after the
exile.
Ezra led some of the captives to
Jerusalem in 457 B.C. Boa concludes
that he probably completed Chronicles
between 450-430 B.C.

B.

Their description.
The recipients of Chronicles were
the returned remnant from Babylon. The
city and the Temple had been destroyed,
and it was up to them to rebuild both,
beginning with the Temple.

- 20 -

Subject.

Structure.
The literary structure of the first
eight chapters are easy; compare the phrase,
11
"The sons of
( 1 · 5 ·,
1 .· 28 ·, 2 ·.1,· 3 ·.1,· 4 ·.1,·
5:1; 6:1; 7:1; 7:6; etc.). The ninth
chapter contains a genealogy, but not under
the phrase , "The sons of •••• 1 1 It records
the inhabitants of Jerusalem in the family
of Saul.

....

\

The structure of the rest of the book
is chronological. For example, compare the
phrase, "Now i t came to pass .•• 11 ( 17: 1 ;
18:1; 19:1; etc.).
I.

Genalogies from Adam to captivity.
1:1-9:44
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Adam to Abraham. 1:7-21
Abraham to Jacob. 1:28-54
Jacob to David. 2:1-55
David to captivity. 3:1-24
Genalogies of the twelve tribes.
4:1-8:40
Jerusalem's inhabitants. 9:1-34
The family of Saul. 9:35-44

- 21 -

11.

The history of David.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

F.
G.
H.

v.

more positive thrust than Samuel
or Kings. It does not deny fail
ures, but concentrates on the
Messianic line, the Temple and
spiritual reforms. The readers
need encouragement in rebuilding
their heritage. Chronicles teaches
that Yahweh is still with them-He brought them back and enabled
them to rebuild the Temple. All
is not lost; though the glory
has departed and they are under
the control of Gentile powers,
God still has a future for them.
The throne of David was gone,
but the line of David still
stood. 11 1

10:1-29:30

David
David
lem.
David

becomes king. 10-12
returns the Ark to Jerusa13-16
desires to build a temple.
17:1-27
David goes to war. 18-21
David prepares for the temple.
22-23:1
David organizes the Levites.
23:2-26:32
David appoints civil leaders.
27:1-34
David's final acts. 28-29

t

If
I

Purpose.
Conclusion:

The purpose of Chronicles is to demon
strate the importance of the Temple in the
history of Israel.

Ezra wrote to the returning remnant to
demonstrate that in the history of Israel, God,
through David and Solomon, gave His presence to
them in a Temple.

In order to understand the purpose of
Chronicles, one must understand that Ezra
wrote the book after the return of the rem
nant to Jerusalem. The subject is the
Temple. Ezra was concerned about rebuild
ing the Temple, so he compiled the Chroni
cles in order to emphasize the importance
of the Temple and the priesthood in Israel's
history.
Yet it is not just the Temple that is
the essence of the Temple past or the Temple
presence; the Temple meant the presence of
God.
Boa puts it all like this:

1

Boa, p. 79.

'I

ti

" Because it is written to the
returning remnant, Chronicles has a
- 22 -
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kings about sacred gifts.' If Nehemiah did
possess such a sizeable collection of refer
ence works, it might well be that his close
collaborater, Ezra, would have had ready
access to these reference works and had used
them in the compilation of Chronicles. 11 1

II CHRONICLES
I & II Chronicles were originally one book.
II Chronicles is the second half of I Chronicles.
I.

11.

Author.
Technically, Chronicles is annonymous,
but tradition assigns it to Ezra. There are
reasons for supporting such view (cf. the
discussion in I Chronicles).

Recipients.
A.

There is no question that Chron
icles was written after the exile. The
last verse of II Chronicles makes the
edict of Cyrus, which officially ended
the exile, a thing of the past. Fur
thermore, the genealogies of Zerubbabel
in I Chronicles 3:17-24 brings us at
least to a point very late in the life
of Ezra or Nehemiah. But most conclu
sive of all is the fact that the work
is brought right down to the period
after the return of the remnant in the
cities, and in Jerusalem (cf. I Chron.
9). J. Sidlow Baxter contends that this
is proven by comparing I Chronicles 9
with Nehemiah 11 :3-32; 7:45; 12:26; and
Ezra 2:42. The date, then, is about
450-430 B.C.

Whoever wrote Chronicles, this much is
certain. The author used sources:
(1) the book of Nathan the prophet (II

Chron. 9: 29);
(2) prophesies of Ahijah, the Shilonite
(11 Chron. 9:29);

(3) the visions of lddo (II Chron. 9:29;
12:15; 13:22);

(4) the book of Shemaiah, the prophet
( I I Ch ron. 12 : 15) ;
(5) the book of the Kings of Judah and
Israel (II Chron. 6:11; 24:27; 27:7;
32: 33; 33: 18);
(6) the book of Jehu (I I Chron. 26:22;
32:33);
(7) Isaiah, the prophet (II Chron. 26:22;
32:33);
(8) the sayings of the seers (II Chron.
33:18).
Archer explains, "It is pertinent to
note that there was, embodied in II Macca
bees 2:13-15, a tradition that Governor Ne
hemiah owned a considerable library: 1 He,
finding a 1 ibrary, gathered together the
books about the kings and the prophets and
the books of David and the letters of the
- 24 -

Their date.

B.

Their description.
As the remnant returned to Jerusa
lem, there was a great need to rebuild
the Temple. Ezra wrote Chronicles to
urge the people to do just that.
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111.

Rather, the structure is chronological
(cf. 11 Now this ••• , 11 11 then this ••• , 11 "and
·t
, ca me t o pass . . •·11)
.•

Subject.
The subject of II Chronicles is the
Temple.
"The Temple in Jerusalem is
the unifying theme of I & II Chron
icles. Huch of the material found
in II Samuel and II Kings is
omitted in Chronicles because it
does not develop this theme. In
I Chronicles 11-29 the central
message is David's preparation
for the consecration and service
of the Temple. Most of II Chron.
1-9 is devoted to the building and
consecration of the Temple. Chapters
10-36 omit the kings of Israel
in the north because they had no
ties with the Temple. Prominence
is given to the reigns of Judah's
Temple-restorers (Asa, Jehoshaphat,
Joash, Hezekiah and Josiah). 11 2

I.

II.

Unger adds,
"The history of Elijah and
Elisha, featured in the book of
Kings, because of their importance
in the development of the prophetism
is omitted in Chronicles as being
unconnected with the development
of the priestly calling. 11 3

'I

'"I
IV.

It would be tempting to say that the
repeated phrase, "Now the rest of the
acts ..• 11 is the structure of the book. The
problem is that that phrase does not occur
consistently throughout the book.
- 26 -

So 1omon I s i nauge rat ion. 1 : 1-1 7
Solomon's Temple. 2:1-7:22
Solomon's fame. 8:1-9:28
Solomon's death. 9:29-31
kings of Judah. 10:1-36:21

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.
N.
0.
P.

Rehoboam. 10: 1-12: 16
Abijah. 13:1-22
Asa. 14:1-16:14
Jehoshaphat. 17:1-20:37
Ahaziah. 21:1-20
Athaliah. 22:1-9
Joash. 22: 10-23: 15
Amaziah. 25:1-28
Uzziah. 26:1-23
Jotham. 27:1-9
Ahaz. 28: 1-27
Hezekiah. 29:1-32:33
Manasseh. 33:1-20
Amon. 33:21-25
Josiah. 34:1-35:27
Jehoahaz. 36:1-4
Jehoiakim. 36:5-8
Jehoiachin. 36:9-10
Zedekiah. 36:11-21

R.
S.
Ill.

1:1-9:31

A.
B.
C.
D.
The

Q.

V.

Structure.

The reign of Solomon.

The decree of Cyrus.

36:22-23

Purpose.
The purpose of Chronicles is to demon
strate that when Israel obeyed the ordin
ances of God, particularly the ordinances
of worship, they experienced God's presence
and blessing.
- 27 -

To fully appreciate Chronicles, one
must remerrber that it was written by Ezra
to the returning remnant. The issue of the
day was the rebuilding of the Temple. So,
Ezra wrote about the Temple to demonstrate
that when Israel obeyed the ordinances of
God, particuarly the ordinances of worship,
they experienced God's presence and bless
ing.

EZRA
Ezra begins the history of the remnant's re
turn to Jerusalem.
I.

Though he is not specifically mentioned
as the author, it is obvious that Ezra wrote
the book of Ezra. Ezra 7:28-9:15 is written
in the first person from Ezra's point of
view. The vividness of the details and des
criptions favors an author who was an eye
witness of the latter events of the book.
Jewish tradition attributes the book to Ezra.
Tradition also holds that Ezra was the
founder of the great synagogue where the
canon of the Old Testament was settled.
There is a tradition that he collected the
biblical books into a unit and then origin
ated the synagogue form of worship.

The purpose explains the content.
Kings centers around the throne; Chronicles
around the Temple. Kings highlights the
prophets; Chronicles the priests. Thus,
Saul and the northern kingdom are passed
over as being in the unfaithful line and
extraneous to the author's purpose. Eli
jah is only mentioned once, and Elisha not
at all. Yet just enough of the evil is
recofded to show that it will be punished,
and to explain the captivity.
Conclusion:
Ezra wrote to the returning remnant to dem
onstrate that in the history of Israel, God
blessed those who obeyed His ordinances, espe
cially the Temple worship.
1

Gleason Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Intro
duction [Chicago: Moody, 1964J p. 390.

2

Boa, p. 85.

3Merrill Unger, Introductory Guide to the Ol_g
Testament [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1951}
p. 407.

Author.

I I.

Recipients.
A.

Their date.
Let's put the latter part of lsra
el 1s history in perspective. Nebuchad
nezzar conquered Jerusalem in 606, 597
and 586 B.C. Cyrus overthrew Babylon in
October of 539 B.C. and issued his
decree allowing the Jews to return in
538 B.C. The Temple was begun in 536
B.C. (The 70 year captivity is dated
606-536 B.C.)
Zerubbabel returned in 538 and was
in Jerusalem in 515 B.C. That covers
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Ezra 1-6. By the way, the prophets
Haggai and Zechariah ministered during
Zerubbabel 's time, around 520 B.C. and
1ate r.

registries, 44 are letter, 3 are proclama
tions, 3 are an excerpt and 10 are a prayer.
Furthermore, it should be noted that chapters
4:8-7:18 and 8:12-26 are in Aramaic.

Ezra returned in 457 B.C. That
covers Ezra 7-10. Nehemiah came back
in 444 B.C.

Their description.
If Ezra wrote the book, then the
remnant that returned from Babylon
received it. They also experienced
the events of it. Ezra, no doubt, wrote
to remind them and succeeding genera
tions of what God had done.

111.

IV.

II •

Structure.
Though Ezra, no doubt, wrote the book,
he was more of a compiler than an author,
for the book is a compilation and not a
single narrative. Scroggie says that of
880 verses, 109 are narrative, 111 are
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The first return. l, 2
The rebuilding of the Temple. 3-6
Reforms under Ezra. 7-10

A.
B.
V.

The second return. 7 ,8
The dissolution of mixed
marriages. 9, 10

Purpose.
A.

Historical.
There is a historical purpose to
Ezra. As Unger says, "Ezra, continuing
the narrative where Chronicles leaves
off, traces the history of the return
from Babylon and the rebuilding of the
temple. 11 1 Obviously, without Ezra we
would not know the details of Zerubba
bel's return or Ezra's.

Subject.
There is more here than just the re
turn. The remnant didn't just return. They
came back and restored, to some degree, the
the Israel of old. They rebuilt the Temple
and reformed the people. The subject is
clearly restoration.

1-6

A.
B.

Ezra probably wrote his book be
tween 450-445 B.C.
During this period, Jautama Buddha
in
India (560-480 B.C.), Confuscious
was
in
China
(551-479 B.C.), and Socra
was
was
in
Greece
(470-399 B.C.).
tes
B.

Rebuilding under Zerubbabel.

I.

B.

Spri tua 1.
The spiritual purpose of Ezra is to
show the manner in which the Lord ful
filled His promise announced by the
prophets to return the people from Baby
lon and to rebuild the Temple at Jeru
salem, to restore the Temple worship
according to the law and to preserve the
reassembled community from fresh relapses
and to the heathen customs and idolatrous
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worship by the dissolution of the mar
riages with Gentile women.
Conclusion:
Ezra wrote to the returned remnant after the
lapse of the 70 year captivity to record how God
restored a remnant in Jerusalem and had the Temple
rebuilt.

NEHEMIAH
Nehemiah continues the history of the return
to Jerusalem.
I.

Author.
Nehemiah 1:1 says, 11 These are the words
of Nehemiah. 11 Thus, conservatives usually
say this book came from Nehemiah 1 s personal
memoirs.

1unger, p. 401.

Yet, there are various explanations
within the conservative view. All agree
that 1:1-7:5, 12:27-43 and 13:4-31 are the
words of Nehemiah. But beyond that, there
are several theories:
(1)

Some think Nehemiah composed those
portions and compiled the rest;

(2)

Others think Ezra wrote 7:6-12:26,
12:44-13:3 and compiled the rest using
Nehemiah 1 s diaries;

(3)

A third view is that neither wrote it.

By the way, Nehemiah 7:5-73 is almost
identical to Ezra 2:1-70. Both lists may
have been taken from the same document.
11.

Recipients.
A.

Their date.
Nehemiah 2:1 tells us that Nehemiah
served under Artaxerxes. Artaxerxes I
of Persia reigned from 464-423 B.C.

- 32 -

- 33 -

Nehemiah 2:1 says that Nehemiah
left Persia in the 20th year of Arta
xerxes. That was 444 B.C.

IV.

Structure.
The structure of Nehemiah is a series
of events connected with Nehemiah's return
to the city of Jerusalem. Beyond that, the
key to the structure is in 2:12 and 7:5.
Those verses tell us that God put into Nehe
miah's heart to do twc things:. rebuild the
wall and restore the population in Jerusa
lem. The book should be divided into two
parts: the rebuilding of the wall (ch. 1-6)
and the restoring of the city (ch. 7-13).

Nehemiah 13:5 informs the reader
that Nehemiah returned to Persia in the
32nd year of Artaxerxes. That would be
432 B.C. Thus, Nehemiah was in Jeru
salem for 12 years.
Nehemiah 13:6 also says, "After
some time" he 1eft Persia and returned
to Jerusalem. That was perhaps around
425 B.C. The book could not have been
completed until after his second visit
to Jerusalem.

I.

Rebuilding of the wa 11. 1-6
A. The prayer.
B. The planning. 2
C. The perspiration. 3
D. The persistence. 4
E. The prescription. 5
F. The perception. 6

I I•

Restoration of the community.
A. The registry. 7
B. The revi va 1. 8-10
C. The repopulation. 11
D. The ded i cat ion. 12
E. The restoration. 13

Nehemiah wrote the book of Nehe
miah around 425 B.C.
B.

Their description.
The recipients of the book, the
remnant in Jerusalem after the captiv
ity, experienced the events of the
book. Thus, Nehemiah was not written
to correct some need in them, but to
remind them of what God had done among
them.

111.

Subject.

V.

Nehemiah restores, leaves, returns and
has to restore the people again. There
fore, the subject of the book is continual
restoration.
In the context of the Old Testament,
that is abundantly clear. Zerubbabel came
and restored. Ezra came and restored. Ne
hemiah comes and restores twice. God has
to continually restore and rebuild.
- 34 -

7-13

Purpose.
A.

Historical.
Historically, Nehemiah records the
return of the remnant who rebuilt the
wall and restored Jerusalem. Under the
leadership of Nehemiah, the remnant
accomplished in 52 days what had not
been done in 94 years since the first
return under Zerubbabel.
- 35 -

There is a sense in which Nehemiah
furnishes the historical background for
Malachi. He lived and ministered during
Nehemiah's time. A comparison of their
books reveals that many of the evils
Nehemiah encountered were specifically
denounced by Malachi. The cold-hearted
indifference toward God, described in
both books, remained a problem in Israel
during the period between the Old and
New Testaments.
B.

ESTHER
Over the centuries, many have doubted the
canonicity of Esther. For example, Luther could
never reconcile himself to this book because he
felt the saving truths of the Scripture were ab
sent from it.
Those who reject Esther 1 ist as their reasons
for doing so things like:

Spiritual.

(1)

it does not mention the name of God at
;

The spiritual purpose of Nehemiah
is to show that God, not only restores,
He repeatedly, constantly and continu
ally restores.

(2)

it does not mention faith, prayer, or
even godly virtues;

(3)

it is not necessary for the 1ine of the
Messiah;

(4)
(5)
(6)

Jesus never refers to it;

a 11

Conclusion:
Nehemiah wrote to the remnant that rebuilt
the wall to record how God used him to rebuild
the wall, repopulate Jerusalem and reform the
people.

(7)
I.

the New Testament never quotes it;
some outstanding Christians have rejec
ted it, like Martin Luther;
it is not in the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Author.
The author of Esther is unknown, yet
we know some things about the author.

,,
'I
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(1)

he was probably a Jew. The author at
least had a knowledge of Jewish customs.
Jewish national ism permeates the book.

(2)

he was probably a Persian Jew (not
Palestinian}. The author obviously had
a knowledge of Persian etiquette and
customs. The palace of Susa, as well
as the details of the events of the
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reign of Ahasuerus. (If he was not an
eyewitness, he knew those who were.)

(3)

he wrote after the death of Ahasuerus
(464 B.C.). Ezra 10:2-3 speaks of his
reign in the past tense.
Well, then, who wrote Esther? The
Talmud said the men of the great synagogue
wrote it. Josephus held that Mordecai was
the author. (Mordecai did keep records.
Cf. 9:20.) The problem with that view is
in 10:2,3. Harrison, and others, argue that
the mention of Mordecai and his benevolence
in the epilogue would seem to indicate that
he was not the author. Ezra and Nehemiah
have also been nominated as possible auth
ors, but the vocabulary and style of Esther
is dissimilar to that found in the books of
Ezra and Nehemiah.
Mordecai was probably the author. 9:20
says that he wrote. 10:1-3 does not mean
he did not write the book. If he did not
write it, whoever did certainly made use of
his record. He may have had access to the
book of the Chronicles of the kings of
Media and Persia (2:23; 10:2).

11.

R~cipients.
A.

Their date.
To determine the date of the book
of Esther, the following factors must
be considered:
(1)

Ahasuerus was king of Persia from
486-464 B.C.

(2)

According to 1:3, the feast of
Ahasuerus took place in the third
- 38 -

(3)

year, i.e., 483 B.C. This was the
occasion that provoked the king to
get rid of the queen. The histor
ian, Herodotus, referred to this
banquet as the occasion of Ahasuer
us' planning for a military campaign
against Greece. He was defeated by
the Greeks at Salomis in 479 B.C.
The contest and crowning of Esther
was in 479 B.C. Herodotus tells us
that when Ahasuerus was defeated by
the Greeks, he sought consolation
in his harem. This corresponds to
the time when he held a "contest"
and crowned Esther queen of Persia
(cf. Esther 2:16-17).

(4)

According to Esther 3:7-12, the
events of the rest of the book took
place in 473 B.C. That means that
the events of the book span ten
years from 483 (1:3) to 473 B.C.
( 3: 7) •

(5)

Esther 10:2-3 probably refers to the
end of Ahasuerus' reign which was in
464 B.C.

(6)

The palace at Susa was destroyed by
fire about 435 B.C. That is not men
tioned at all in the book of Esther.

Thus, the book of Esther was written
between 464 and 435 B.C. The historical
and 1inguistic features of Esther do not
support a date later than 400 B.C. There
is no trace of Greek influence in the
book.
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B.

Their description.

I.

A.

The recipients were the Persian
Jews who did not return to Palestine
and who lived in Persia about 450 B.C.
Boa says, "Not all the godly people
left. Some did not return for legiti
mate reasons. But most were disobed
ient in staying in Persia.•tl
Though they were disobedient by
staying in Persia, and though they did
not enjoy the blessing of God in re
turning to Jerusalem, nonetheless, they
were still God's children and He prov
identially cared for them. The book
of Esther was written to reassure them
of His providential care.
Ill.

II •

V.

A.

To record the origin of the Feast of
Purim.
As a result of the events in this
book, the Feast of Purim was instituted.
Purim was instituted by Mordecai at the
suggestion of Esther in the memory of
the deliverance of the Jews of Persia
from the murderous plot of Haman.
"Purim" means "lots." The name was
given to the feast because of the
casting of lots by Haman to decide when
he should carry out the decree issued by
the king for the extermination of the
Jews. It was probably given in irony.
Outside of Esther, the first men
tion of Purim is in I I Maccabbees 15:36.

Structure.

- 40 -

The
The
The
The

P~rpose.

Subject.

The literary structure of Esther, like
Ruth, is almost pure narrative. The book
of Esther is a story. The structure is
the story itself.

1-5

divorce of Vashti.
discovery of Esther. 2
c.
decree of Haman. 3
D.
decision of Esther. 4,5
The deliverance of the Jews. 6-10
A. The defeat of Haman. 6,7
B. The decree of Ahasuerus. 8
c. The defeat of the enemy
(Purim). 9
D. The description of Mordecai. 10
B.

The subject of the book of Esther is
providence. God is never mentioned in all
of the book of Esther--directly. But
everywhere in the book things just somehow
"work out. 11 It is not the design of any
one person in the plot. The queen refused
to appear; the king had a dream. Either
luck is at work, or the Lord is at work.
The doctrine of providence says that God
works "behind the scenes." He hides Him
self from view, but He works things out to
take care of His own.
IV.

The danger to the Jews.

B.

To remind the Jews who remained in Per
sia of God's providential care of His
people.
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ORDER FORM

Conclusion:
Mordecai wrote to the J ews remaining in Per
sia to teach them that the Jews were providen
tially delivered from extinction.
Well, should this book be in t he Bible?
answer is yes.
(1)

The

It was in the J ewish canon.
It was not only in the Jewish
canon, it was venerated, was second
only to the book of Moses and was used
regularly in the observance of the
Feast of Puri m.

(2)

Jesus accepted it (cf. Luke 24:44).

(3)

The early church accepted it.
Granted, some rejected Esther
(but other books were questioned, too).
The fact is it ended up in the canon.

But what about the objection that God 1 s name
is never mentioned once in the book? That•s true,
but God 1 s name does not occur in the Song of
Solomon, either (cf. Deut. 31 :18). God 1 s name is
not seen, but His hand is. If you don 1 t see God 1 s
hand in the book, something is wrong with your
eyes (or heart).

Please send me the following cassette tapes from
t he current series on THE BIBLE: BOOK BY BOOK.
[ ] THE BIBLE:

BOOK BY BOOK (7 vols.) ... $100.00

[] Old Testament only (4 vols.) ........ $60.00
[] New Testament only (3 vols.) ........ $40.00
[] Volume 2 only (I Sa m. - Est her) ..... $15.00
[ ] I Samuel
[ ] I I Samue I
[ ] I Kings
[ ] I I Kings
[ ] I Chronicles
[ ] I I Ch ron i c I es
[ ] Ezra
[ ] Ne hemiah
[ ] Esther
Any of the above cassettes may be purchased
individually for $2.00 a piece.
Please add 50c per order for postage.
am enclosing:
$
- - - - to purchase the set(s) ~hecked above.
$_ _ __ to purchase Volume 2 only.
$_ _ __ to purchase the individual tapes
checked above
$ _ _ _ as my tax-deductible donation to the
Church of the Open Door Radio Ministry

1

Boa, p. 103.
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